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Honorable Bill Hefner
House of Representatives
2470 Rayburn House Office Building .
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Congressman Hefner:
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This is in reply to your letter of February 22, 1993, in which you ~nquired on
behalf of several of your constituents regarding the Notice of Proposed Rule
Making (Notice) in PR Docket No. 92-235, 57 FR 54034 (1992). This Notice
proposes comprehensive changes to the Commission's Rules governing the private
land mobile radio services operating in the frequency bands below 512 MHz.

Your constituents are specifically concerned about the impact of these changes
on radio control (RIC) hobby users." Enclosed is a discussion paper concerning
our proposals for the 72-76 MHz band. In short, we expect there would be no
adverse impact on RIC operations because of any proposal contained in the
Notice.

We are, of course, sensitive to the concerns of both users of private land
mobile radio spectrum and RIC hobbyists. We will, therefore, take your
constituents' concerns into account when we develop final rules in this
proceeding. As indicated in the Notice, we remain convinced that without
significant regulatory change in radio operations in the bands below 512 MHz,
the quality of communications in the private land mobile radio services will
continue to deteriorate to the point of endangering public safety and the
national economy.

We want to thank you for your interest in this proceeding.
letters will be included in the record of the proceeding.
rules to be issued in 1994.

Your constituents'
We expect final
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The Honorable Bill Hefuer
United States House ofR,epresentatives
Washington, D. C. 2()510

Dear Representative Hefuer,

I have been an enthusiastic model aircraft builder and operator for many years. I am a
current pilot and have logged over 1000 hours flying. I also belong to the Experimental
Aircraft Association, Aircraft Owners and Pilots Association. We devote hours ·of our
time introducing our younger generation to flying, as well as the aerodynamic ofbuilding.

I am concerned about proposed rules that are currently under consideration by the Federal
Communications Commission. The proceeding is PR Docket 92-235. If adopted, the new
rules will greatly reduce the usability assigned for model use and increase the risk of
accidents and attendant liability for controlling model airplanes.

Our radio control frequencies are in the 72-76 MHz band. This band is primarily used for
private land mobile dispatch operations. However, our radio control frequencies in this
band are far enough apart from the land Qlobile frequencies that we have been able to
share the band without either interfering with the other.

Now the FCC wants to create more land mobile frequencies by splitting them into
narrower bandwidths and rearranging the band plan. As a result, many land mobile
frequencies will cause interference to radio control operations.

We go to great lengths to assure the safety of the operators, bystanders, and property.
Many precautions are taken to coordinate frequences we use now. Ifthe FCC diminishes
the frequencies as proposed, the remaining frequencies will become congested and safety
will be comp-.mised.

Please realize many models weigh 40 or more pounds and span up to 10 feet. They are
capable ofserious injury and property damage. We need full use ofthe complement of
radio frequencies in order to assure a safe flying enviroment.

Please help me continue the safe enjoyment ofmy hobby by not allowing the FCC to carry
. out its proposals for the 72-76 MHz band.

Sincerely,

;;kJ'L
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January 31, 1993

, The Honorable Bill Hefner '
United States Senate ' ,
Washil1gto'tl;n',C:'20510 '

Re: PR Docket 92-235

Dear Senator Hefner:

RECEIVED

f'O' 2'2 '1993'
" ,

Congressman W.e.:.. Mftl8(

Washington. D.C.

I am very concerned about proposed rules that are currently under consideration by the
Federal Communications Commission (FCC). The proceeding is PR Docket 92-235. If
adopted, the new rules will greatly reduce the usability of frequencies currently assigned
for model use and increase the risk of accidents and attendant liability for controlling
model airplanes.

Our radio control frequencies are in the.,72 - 76 MHz band. This band is primarily used
for private land mobile dispatch operations. However. our radio control frequencies in
this band are far enough apart from the land mobile frequencies that we have been able to
share the band without either interfering with other.

Now the FCC wants to create more land mobile frequencies by splitting them into
narrower bandwidths and rearranging' the band plan. As a result, many land mobile
frequencies will move closer to the radio control frequencies and cause interference to
radio control operations. I am told that of the 50 frequencies that are presently available
for radio control of model airplanes, only 19 frequencies will be left if these new rules
are adopted.

When we fly our model airplanes under radio (,antral, we go to great lengths to assure the
safety of operators and bystanders and the protection of property. Many of our safety
precautions involve the careful coordination and use of the radio control frequencies. If
the number of usable frequencies is diminished as proposed by the FCC, the remaining
frequencies will become congested and the margin of safety will be greatly decreased.

Please understand that many model airplanes have wing spans up to 10 feet and weigh as
much as 30 or 40 pounds. The models themselves are expensive to build; but more to the
point. They are capable of causing property damage, serious injury, or even death if
radio interference causes the operator to lose control of the craft. We often fly our
models at organized events and contest where hundreds of operators participate. We
need the use of our full complement of radio frequencies in order to assure a safe flying
environment.



I do not think it is wise of the FCC to seek to improve the operating conditions of land
mobile radio users at the expense of radio control modelers. The FCC may not think we
at:e as businessusers of radios, but we have a considerable investment in our models and
our radio equipment. The hobby provides. many hours of enjoyment to thousands of

.p~ople like myseif ·and contributes to. the advancemetitand development .of the

.com~ercial aviatii:)n ind!)stry.:. .

please help me continue the safe enjoyment of my, pastime by not allowing the FCC to
carry out its proposals for the 72 - 76 MHz band.

Sincerely,
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The Honorable W.G. Hefner
u.s. House of Representatives
Washington) D.C. 20515

Dear Bill:

I am very concerned about proposed rules that are currently under consideration by the
Federal Communications Commission (FCC). The proceeding is PR Docket 92-235. If
adopted) the new rules will greatly reduce the usability of frequencies currently
assigned for model use and increase the risk of accidents and attendant liability for
controlling model airplanes.

I took up this hobby about three years ago. I derive many hours of enjoyment and
mental relaxation from constructing and flying radio controlled model airplanes.

Our radio control frequencies are in the 72-76 MHz band. This band is primarily used
for private land mobile dispatch operations. However) our radio control frequencies in
this band are far enough apart from the land mobile frequencies that we have b~en able
to share the band without either use interfering with the other. -4

Now the FCC wants to create more land mobile frequencies by splitting them into narrow
er bandwidths and rearranging the band plan. As a result) many land mobile frequencies
will move closer to the radio control frequencies and cause interference to radio control
operations. I am told that of the 50 frequencies that are presently available for
radio control of model airplanes, only 19 frequencies will be left if these new rules
are adopted.

When we fly our model airplanes under radio control, we go to great lengths to assure
the safety of the operators and bystanders and the protection of property. Many of our
safety precautions involve the careful coordination and use of the radio control fre
quencies. If the number of usable frequencies is diminished as proposed by the FCC, the
remaining frequencies will become congested and the margin of safety will be greatly
decreased.

1100 Robeson Street • P. O. Box 3645 • Phone: (919) 485-2135 • Fayetteville, N. C. 28305



The Honorable W.G. Hefner

February 10~ 1993·.

Page Two

Please understand that the model airplanes that my club members and I build have wing
spans up to 10 feet and weigh as much as 20 or 40 pounds. The models themselves are
expensive to build; but more to the point~ they are capable of causing pr~perty d~age, .
serious injury, or even death if radio interference causes the operator to lose control
of the craft. We often fly our models at organized events and contests where hundreds
of operators participate. We need the use of our full complement of radio frequencies
in order to assure a safe flying environment.

I do not think it is wise of the FCC to seek to improve the operating conditions of land
mobile radio users at the expense of radio control modelers. The FCC may not think we
are as important as business users of radios, but we have a considerable investment in
our models and in our radio equipment. The hobby provides many hours of enjoyment to
thousands of people like myself and contributes to the advancement and development of
the commercial aviation industry.

Please help me continue the safe enjoyment of my pastime by not allowing the FCC to carry
out its proposals for the 72-76 MHz band.

Also, unless put out of operation by this FCC rule change, our club,
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Dear Representative__~~~~~~~~~

I have been interest n aviation for as long as I can remember.
I am very active in my, local club ·THE YARD BIRDS·, whose members
enjoy constructing a~~.operating radio controlled m~del airplanes.

lam veryc~ncerned,aJ;loutpropose~ ~ul~s that' are"c~rrel)t~y,under"
con,:,idera1:ion by, th~ .. Federal COltlQ\un,i<:ations: CQrNniss-iQn(FCC);_ The
proceeding is PR Docket 92-2is.If adopted, the new rule~,will

greatly reduce the usability of frequencies currently assigned for
model use and increase the risk of accidents and attendant
liability for controlling model airplanes.

, ,OUr radio control frequencies are in- the 72-76 MHz bands. T'his
band is primarily used for private land mobile dispatch operations.
However, our radio control frequencies in this band are far enough
apart from the land mobile frequencies that we have been able to
share the band without either use interfering with the other.

Now the FCC wants to create more land mobile frequencies by
splitting them into narrower bandwidths and rearranging the band
plan. As a result, many land mobile frequencies will move closer
to the radio control frequencies and cause interference to radio
control operations. I am told that of the 50 frequencies that are
presently available for radio control of model airplanes, only 19
frequencies will be left if these new rules are adopted.

When we fly our models airplanes under radio control, we go to
great lengths to assure' the safety of the operators and bystanders
and the protection of property. Many of our safety precautions
involve the careful coordination and use of the radio control
frequencies. If the number of usable frequencies is diminished as
proposed by the FCC, 'the remaining frequencies will become congested
and the margin ~f safety will be greatly decreased.

Please understand that many models airplanes have a wing span up to
10 feet and weigh as much as 30 pounds. The models themselves are
expensive to build: but more to the point, they are capable of
causing property damage, serious injury, or even death if radio
interference cause the operator to lose control of the aircraft.
We often fly our model. at organized events and contests where
hundreds of operators participate. We need the use of our full
complement of radio frequencies in order to assure a safe flying
environment.

I do not think it is wise of the FCC to seek to improve the
operating conditions of land mobile radio users at the expense of
radio control modelers. The FCC may not think we are as important
as business users of radios, but we have a considerable investment
in our models and in our radio equipment. The hobby provides many
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hour of enjoyment.to thausands of people like myself and
contribute. to the advancement .and de~elopment ~f the'~~~rciai
4vl~bton, industry.

Please help me continue the safe enjoyment of my pastime by not
allowing the FCC to carry out its proposals for th~ 72-76 MHz band.

Sincerely,
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1(if to Representative):
J (i r to Senato r);--

gIlL I!er?/ter
The IIollNahle I ~ ]
I Address)

Corgress:ncln \~,u. r '''''' iSt

Washbgron, D.C.
IBegin with a description of the wnter's interest. E.g., ,"I am retired and d~rive maily hpurs of

,.enjoyment from constructi'ng al)d operating radio-controlled model airplanes." Or,', "I have been
interested 111 aviation for as long as .·can remember. I am' very active tn a local club' whose :members' .
e'iljoy constructing and operating radi0 7controiJed model airplanes. I personally own L radios, 'L..
RIC models and have a workshop full of other products necessary to operaling my models."]

DL';lr Mr./Ms. I Nal1l('
.~f-&tll;,tOf [ ~hnne

I am vcrj' concerned about the proposed rule that is curret1t1~· under co~sideralion by the
Federal Communi.cations Commission (FCC). The proceeding is PR Docket 92-235. If adopted
the new rule will greatly reduce the usability of frequencies currenll)' assigned for RIC model use
and increase the risk of accidents and attendant liability.

Our radio-control frequencies are in the 72-76 MHz band. This band is primarily used for
private land mobile dispatch operations. However, our radio-control frequencies in this band are far
enough apan from the land mobile frequencies that we have been able to share the band without either
use intcrfcring with the other.

TIle NotiCe of Proposed Rule Making (NPR11) in PR Docket 92-235 replaces Part 90 of the
rules with a new Part 88. Part 90 allows for safe use orRiC aircraft and surface models by keeping
10Khz spacing between fixed commercial users and frequencies used by RIC enthusiasts. The new
Part 88 will allow mobile users on frequencies within 2.5 Khz of frequencies available to us,
eliminating safe use of at least 31 of the 50 channels on the 72 MHz band (for RIC aircraft) and 10 of
the 30 frequencies on the 75 MHz band (for RIC cars and boats) now used by hobbyists. In fact.
more channels will likely be affected.

When we operate our RIC models, we go to great lengths to assure the safety of the' operators
and bystanders and the protection of property. 'Many of our safety precautions involve the careful
coordination and use of the radio control frequencies. If the number of usable frequencies is
diminished as proposed by the FCC, the remaining frequencies will become congested and the margin
of safcty will be greatly decreased.

I don't think it is wise of tlie FCC to seck to expand the operation conditions of land mobile
radio users at the expense of the radio-control modelers. The FCC may not think we are as important
as business users of radio, but we have a considerable investment in our models and in our radio
equipment. It is a sizeable industry that must be saved from these detrimental FCC actions. The
hobby provides many hours of enjoyment to hundreds of thousands of people like myself and
contributes to the advancement and dcvelopment of the commercial aviation industry.

Please help me continue the safe enjo)'ment of m)' pastime by not allowing the FCC to
carr)' out its proposal PR Docket 92-235 for the 72-76 MHz band. We all need your help
urgently because the FCC has a deadline of Februar)' 26, 1993 after which it may become more
difficult to avoid halting these proposals from going into effect.



Jimmie D. Cox
24621-B Barbees Grove Rd.
Oakboro NC 28129

A:..l.1 02 1993
ConoresSlltan 1•.W .' ,V.b. n~mt:t

ashtngton, D.C.

2-22-93

Dear Congressman Bill Heafner,
I am very concerned about the proposed rules are currently

under consideration by Federal Communication Commission (FCC).
The proceding is the PR Docket 92-235. If adopted, the new
rules will greatly reduce the usabilty of frequencies curr
ently assigned for Model Airplane use and increase the risk
of accidents and attendant for controlling model airplanes.

I have been intrested in model aviation for many years
and have built many planes, and I am still building. I also
have alot of money invested in all the equipment and acces
ories, and am active in a Radio Control Airplane Club.

Now the FCC wants to creat more land mobile frequencies
by splitting them into narrower bandwidths and rearranging
the plan as aresult, many land mobile frequencies will move
more closer to the radio frequencies and will cause inter
ferences to Radio Control frequencies.

I am told we have 50 frequencies that are presently
availably for radio control model airplanes, only 19 frequ
encies will be left if the new rules are adoped.
, We fly our airplanes with great safty by radio control,
but if the FCC rules go through the safty will be greatly
reduced for the operators and bystanders.

I do"not think it is wise of the FCC to seek to improve
the operating conditions of the land mobile radio users at
the expense of Radio Control Modelers.The FCC may not think
we are as important as busines users of radios. But we have a
lot of money invested in our models and equipment. The hobbie
provides many hours of enjoyment to thousands of people
including myself.

Please help me save the 72-76 MHz band.

Sincerely,

Jimmie Dale Cox
AMA 457019


